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ABOUT 9to5 
 
9to5 members have been on the frontlines, working for economic security for all women—
particularly women of color—for the past 45 years. 9to5’s vision is an economically just 
world where discrimination and poverty have been eliminated, where women’s work is 
recognized and valued, and where all women and their families thrive. 
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Overview of the Power of Participation Series 
 
We developed the Power of Participation series to fill 9to5’s need for a political education 
tool we can use with our base—primarily women of color—that makes a clear and 
resonant case for the importance of voting. 9to5’s goal for the Power of Participation series 
is to reach non-voters and infrequent voters with a message so powerful they become 
regular voters. So we created a tool that helps participants understand that voting is 
fundamentally about who has power and who doesn’t. 
 
For our communities it’s nearly impossible to build and maintain structural power if we 
don’t participate in the political process starting with voting. It’s clearer than ever that we 
can’t achieve our long term visions without elected officials at the local, state, and national 
levels who share our priorities and represent us. That isn’t going to happen unless our core 
constituencies are deeply engaged in the electoral process and vote for candidates who 
reflect their interests and are accountable. 
 
Our experience is that changing voting behavior in low-propensity voters, especially over 
the long-term, is not something that happens quickly. We recognize that the barriers to 
voting for the people we work with are substantive, often deliberate, and intersecting. Our 
approach is to engage people over time in a way that leads to real relationships built on 
respect and trust.  
 
We designed the Power of Participation sessions so they’re highly interactive and lively. 
Participants primarily engage with each other in pairs and small groups and come to their 
own conclusions. We hope that the sessions inspire, motivate, and inform participants so 
they build long-term resolve to vote and keep on voting, and that they vote their interests. 
 

 
  Session I: They Don’t Want You to Vote! 
 
 
  Session II: Your Vote Really Counts! 
 
 
 Session III: Breaking Through the Barriers 
 
 
  Session IV: The Power of Representation 
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How to access and use the Power of Participation series: 
 
9to5 encourages movement organizations to use the Power of Participation with your own 
constituencies. We’ve tested the material in different locations, and in our experience it’s 
successful with a wide range of people from diverse backgrounds and experience levels.  
 
We’ve experimented with doing the sessions in different orders and have had remarkably 
good results. That said, we think the series works best in the order we present in the 
manual. We often run two sessions in a single day. Sessions I and II, and Sessions III and IV 
were designed to build off each other and are more powerful when done together. 
 
Each session has a Facilitator Guide as well as handouts for participants. Most of the 
activities and examples work with diverse constituencies in different locations. We also 
know groups will want to modify some of the handouts to make them geographically 
relevant, so we’ve designed them so they can be customized relatively easily.  
 
The elements of each session are broken down into PDF and Word versions. We used MS 
Word 2016 PC version. Use the Word version to modify the templates. For printing, save 
the Word version as a PDF and then print it in the PDF format. 
 
For any inquiries, please send an email with the subject line Power of Participation to 
9to5@9to5.org.  
 
PDF version of the entire manual: 9to5.org/powermanual 
Sessions in both PDF and Word versions: 9to5.org/powermodules 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2

mailto:9to5@9to5.org
http://9to5.org/powermanual
http://9to5.org/powermodules


 

   

 
 
The Power of Participation has been such an amazing addition to the 
work we’re doing in Georgia. This leadership series takes our members 
from the very beginning of voting rights for different people, to 
understanding the truth that Their Vote Matters, to overcoming barriers 
to voting.  
 
The sessions are full of engaging scenarios that our members can truly 
relate to. My favorite session, Breaking Through the Barriers, gets the 
members energized and seeing themselves in the voting process like 
never before.  

 
We’ve had such a positive response to the Power of Participation series, both from our own members 
and from allied organizations, we decided to make it available to movement groups who would like to 
use it with their constituencies. Please feel free to use all or parts of the series in whatever way works 
for your organization and your audience. And we’d love to hear any feedback you have! 
 
In solidarity, 
 
Erica Clemmons 
State Director,  9to5 Georgia Chapter 
 

 
I’ve always held a strong belief in the power of people for creating 
systemic change. 9to5’s new Power of Participation leadership series 
explores how important it is for structurally marginalized people to build 
power through participation in the political arena.  
 
I’ve had a chance to lead many different audiences through different 
Power of Participation sessions. It’s been amazing to see how people 
react and what they learn. It’s opened the eyes of our members to the 
realization that participation is how we achieve the representation that 
leads to policies that support the needs of the people, their families and 
their communities. Numbers plus Representation equals Power, that's 

what it's all about! 
  
The beauty of the series is its ability to resonate with different audiences as they locate themselves at 
points throughout the series.  One of the greatest outcomes of the Power of Participation is that it 
challenges our perceptions of history as well as what’s going on today and why.  
 
I’m seeing the Power of Participation as a terrific tool for helping build PEOPLE POWER! I encourage you 
to use it in whatever way is helpful as you look to build and grow your constituency.  
 
In solidarity, 
 
Shanda Neal 
Organizer, 9to5 Georgia Chapter 
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Power of Participation: Series Overview 

Time allocation for session: 
1½ -2 hours for each session, ideally with social time afterwards (food and 
beverages) 

Session Tone: 
Lively, interactive, engaging… serious fun 

Session Purpose: 
To help participants understand The Big Why. Voting is fundamentally about 
who has power and who doesn’t. So discouraging or preventing some of us from 
voting has significant impacts and advantages to those who currently have 
power, and want to keep it and expand it. 

Intended Audience:  
Members of our community who may not believe that voting, and not voting, 
affects their lives directly and lays the groundwork for representation and policy 
decisions both now and in the future.  

We are particularly targeting New American Majority and low propensity voters: 
• Women
• People of color
• Immigrants
• Single/unmarried women
• Millennials
• Low-income constituents
• Formerly incarcerated constituents

Series Punchline  
Voting is critical if we want our lives, our country, and our world to be better. 

Session Sections at a Glance 

I. Introductory Section
II. Core Activities/Exercises
III. Discussion and Session Punchlines
IV. Reflections and Evaluation
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Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

Power of Participation 
Session I: They Don’t Want You to Vote! 

Facilitator Guide 
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Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

THEY DON’T WANT YOU TO VOTE! 
Snapshot 

Session Goals: 
• To educate participants about the history of who has been allowed to vote,

and who hasn’t, during different periods of history
• To remind people of the long, hard struggles to gain voting rights, and why

people involved in those struggles felt it was important to fight for the right
to vote

• To help participants locate themselves in this history
• To connect the dots and make the case that voting, or not voting, significantly

impacts local, state, and national power dynamics
• To build strong energy and enthusiasm for voting
• To develop a strong sense of connection among the participants, and from

the participants to your organization

Prep & Set-Up 

Materials/handouts needed: 
� Key word definitions 
� Facilitator voter timeline packet 
� Participant voter timeline packets 
� Evaluation forms 

Equipment/supplies needs: 
� Easels 
� Flip chart paper 
� Markers 
� Tape 
� Paper and pens for participants 

Room Set-up: 
� Easel(s) with flip chart paper easily accessible for facilitator 
� Chairs in a circle 
� Work tables outside the chair circle 
� Covered, pre-assembled timeline arranged around the room on the walls/windows 
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Power of Participation: Session I 

Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

Section I—Introductory Activities 

Key Components: 
 3 mins Welcome 

 3 mins Introduce your organization 

 10 mins Participant intros and icebreaker 

 5 mins Series and session purpose overview 
What the next 1 ½ hours will look like 

 4 mins Group agreements and answers to any questions 

Section II—Core Activity 

Key Components: 
 7 mins Introduce exercise 

 15 mins Small group work 

 18 mins Art gallery activity 

Script/key points: 
 Introduce Exercise (7 mins) 

We’re going to begin by reviewing some key terms that we’ll be using throughout the series: 

• Democracy: A system of government in which power is vested in the people, who rule
either directly or through elected representatives. The U.S. is a representative
democracy—voters elect officials to represent them.

• Disenfranchise: To deprive a person of rights and/or privileges.
• Power: The ability to make things happen or not happen.

25 mins 

40 mins 
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Power of Participation: Session I 

Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

 Facilitator Comments: 
We’re going to spend the next forty minutes or so reviewing the history of the U.S. related to 
voting rights from the founding of the country to now. Let’s set the stage by reviewing what 
was happening in the early years of the nation: 

• 1776: Only people who own land can vote
• 1787: No Federal voting standard; states decide who can vote
• 1789: George Washington is elected President—only 6% of the population can vote
• 1790: Naturalization Law is passed stating that only “free white” immigrants can

become naturalized citizens.

The precedents set when the country began—limiting voting to primarily land-owning white 
men—lay the groundwork for voting rights struggles that continue to this day. And they also 
created the messy situation we still have—we do not have uniform Federal voting standards. 
Every state sets many of it’s own rules, so voting rights vary tremendously from one state to 
another. 

 Small Group Work (15 mins) 

 Facilitator Comments: 
Now we’re going to break up into small groups. Each group will get the same set of 
handouts. Working together as a team put the slides in the order you think is correct with 
the date you think is correct. 

   Distribute shuffled timeline images and dates. 

 Art Gallery Activity (18 mins) 

Reveal the actual timeline and ask for insights and comments from the full group. 

 Guiding Questions: 

• What are the key messages you get from looking at the timeline?
• What are some of the slides that really stand out for you?
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Power of Participation: Session I 

Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

 Facilitator Comments: 

Our work is far from done; there are still many citizens of the U.S. who do not have voting 
rights: 

• In 2000 residents of U.S. colonies were made citizens, but they were denied the right
to vote

• Voting rights for formerly incarcerated individuals are determined by the states—
there is no uniform federal policy and many states deny the vote to people who have
been incarcerated

• And voter suppression is on the rise in many states—we’ll look at this in-depth in
Session III

Section III—Discussion & Punchlines 

Key Components: 
 5 mins Pair sharing 

 3 mins Informal report back 

 5 mins Facilitator punchlines 

Script/key points: 
 5 mins 

Pair sharing: Ask participants to pair up 

 Guiding Questions: 

• Did anything surprise you about the activity we just did?
• Did it change your thinking about voting and voting rights?

 3 mins 
Informal report back from a few participants 

13 mins
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Power of Participation: Session I 

Power of Participation: Session I—Facilitator Guide 

 5 mins 

 Facilitator Punchlines:  

• The road to gaining voting rights has been very long and very hard for many
constituencies in this country

• Voting, or not voting, significantly impacts local, state, and national power dynamics
• Voting is a form of resistance in the face of oppression and voter suppression efforts.

It’s also a way to fight for social change and justice.
• Voting is critical if we want our lives, our country, and the world to be better—a

better world is possible, and voting is one of the ways we get there

Section IV—Reflections & Evaluation 

Script/Key Points: 
 7 mins Reflections/feedback from participants 

 5 mins Fill out evaluation forms 

12 mins
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 Only People Who Own 
Land Can Vote 
Declaration of Independence signed. Right to 
vote was restricted to property owners, 
mostly white males over 21 who 
were foreign born.
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  No Federal Voting 
Standard 
U.S Constitution adopted. There is no 
agreement on national standard for voting. 
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  George Washington 
President 
Only 6% of the population can vote. 
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Citizen=White 
Naturalization Law was passed that only “free 
white” immigrants can become citizens. 
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Women’s Suffrage 
Women’s rights convention held in Seneca 
Falls, NY. Fredrick Douglas, a former slave, 
gives a speech supporting universal voting 
rights. Women adopted resolution calling for 
voting rights for women. 
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Mexicans Granted U.S. 
Citizenship 
The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo ends the 
Mexican-American War. Guarantees U.S. 
citizenship to Mexicans living in territories 
conquered by the U.S. 
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Chicano Resistance 
After the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
intimidation and the denial of promised 
voting rights sparked a resistance that was led 
by families, freedom fighters and 
organizations that wanted justice. 
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14th Amendment 
Former slaves granted citizenship under the 
U.S. Constitution after the civil war ended and 
slavery was abolished. 
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15th Amendment 
The right of citizens of U.S. to vote shall not 
be denied due to race, color or previous 
condition of servitude.  
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Women Try to Vote 
Sojourner Truth a former slave and advocate 
for justice and equality appears at polling 
booth in Michigan, demanding a ballot,  
but is denied. At the same time,  
Susan B. Anthony is arrested and brought  
to trial in N.Y. for attempting to vote.  
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Indigenous People 
Cannot Vote 
The Supreme Court rules that Native 
Americans are not citizens as defined 
by the 14th Amendment. 
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Poll Tax and Literacy 
Test 
Tactics introduced in Southern states to keep 
African-Americans from voting. Poll Taxes 
were required to be paid 2 years before 
election. 
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Women Jailed for 
Demanding Voting Rights 
National Women’s Party members are jailed, 
beaten and mistreated for maintaining an 
ongoing presence in front of the White  
House throughout the year. 
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19th Amendment 
Women win the right to vote in both state 
and federal elections. Voting now cannot be 
denied due to gender. 
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Native Americans 
Become U.S. Citizens 
Indian Citizenship Act grants citizenship to 
Native Americans, but many states implement 
policies and laws prohibiting Native 
Americans from voting. 
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McCarran-Walter Act 
Grants all people of Asian ancestry the right 
to become citizens and vote. It wasn’t until 
this Act that ALL prohibitions against Asian 
citizenship were removed. 
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Civil Rights Movement 
Movements led throughout the U.S. to 
demand justice and equality for all people. 
Large scale efforts to register African-
Americans to vote intensified. Freedom 
Summer was launched to  
support voting rights. 
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Voting Rights Act Passed 
Act outlawing discriminatory laws that aimed 
to disenfranchise voters. Most significant piece 
of legislation gained through Civil Rights 
movement. 
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Voting Age Lowered to 18 
26th Amendment passes, allowing 18 year olds 
to vote. The amendment was largely a result of 
the Vietnam War; if people are old enough to 
fight they are old enough to vote. 
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Residents of U.S. 
Colonies Cannot Vote 
Residents of U.S. territories including Puerto 
Rico, Guam, American Samoa and the Virgin 
Islands—nearly 41 million people total—
cannot vote in presidential elections and do 
not have voting representation in U.S. 
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Debate: Should Voting Rights 
be Restored to Felons? 
National Commission on Federal Election Reform 
recommends that all states allow people with 
felony convictions to regain their right to  
vote after completing their sentences.  
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Voter Suppression 
Restrictions like voter-ID laws, cuts to early 
voting and barriers to voter registration are 
factors that impact a person’s access to 
voting. 

35



Gerrymandering 
Partisan gerrymandering is on the rise as 
political parties redraw voting districts with 
the help of technology to improve their 
party’s chances for winning elections.
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Power of Participation 
Session II: Your Vote Really Counts! 
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Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

Your Vote Really Counts! 
Snapshot 

Session Goals: 
• To let participants see and analyze for themselves how election outcomes

change when different constituencies vote, or don’t vote
• To deepen awareness that voting really matters
• To interest participants in encouraging others to vote
• To increase energy and enthusiasm for voting
• To develop a strong sense of connection among the participants, and from

the participants to your organization

Core Session Punchline  
Our votes, and the votes of people like us, can make a huge difference. We need to 
get out and vote and persuade others to vote too! 

Prep & Set-Up 

Materials/handouts needed: 
� Election pair handouts 
� Evaluation forms 

Equipment/supplies needs: 
� Easels 
� Flip chart paper 
� Markers 
� Tape 
� Paper and pens for participants 

Room Set-up: 
� Easel(s) with flip chart paper easily accessible for facilitator 
� Chairs in a circle 
� Work tables outside the chair circle 
� Guiding questions on flip chart paper (covered) 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

Section I—Introductory Activities 

Key Components: 
 2 mins Welcome 

 3 mins Regrounding: 
• Quick reflections on Session I from participants
• Introduce your organization

 3 mins Series and session purpose overview 
What the next 1 ½ hours will look like 

 2 mins Revisit group agreements and answer any new questions 

Section II—Core Activity 

Key Components: 
 5 mins Session Introduction 

 10 mins Activity I—Local elections pair 

 20 mins Activity II—State elections pair 

 20 mins Activity III—Presidential elections pair 

 Icebreaker: Pulse of the room 
• Raise your hands if don't vote all that often?
• Raise your hands if you don't think voting matters?
• Raise your hands if you think voting is important?
• Raise your hands if you vote most of the time?

 Overview of core activity 
We’re going to spend the next 55 minutes or so looking at some elections and their 
outcomes. We’re going to work in pairs and then in small groups to try to get a sense of how 
elections are affected by who runs for office, who votes, and who doesn’t vote. We’re also 
going to look at whether the outcomes of elections have any direct affect on people like us. 

10 mins 

55 mins 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

 Activity I—Local elections pair (10 mins) 
We’ll start by taking a look at a couple of local races. (Note to facilitator: you’ll probably 
want to revise these handouts to reflect the results of recent local elections in your area.) 

Break group into partners and ask the pairs to talk with each other for a 3-4 minutes about 
the two elections.  

          Distribute the handout on these elections.  

Ask people to answer the following guiding questions during their discussion: 

Guiding Questions 
• What stands out to you about these elections?
• Do you think it would have any impact on your and the things you care about if these

candidates represented you?
• How?

Quick popcorn out. (Have people informally identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Punchlines 
• Some elections are won by a relatively small number of votes
• It’s important for diverse people to run for elected office
• People like us really can win elections and make big changes!

 Activity II—State elections pair (20 mins) 

Small group work 
   Break room up into small groups of 3 to 5 (depending on # of total participants). 

Explain the process for each of these discussions, which is: 
• Spend about 5 minutes discussing these election pairs paying particular attention to

the guiding questions
• Take notes for our discussion later
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

Guiding Questions 
• What are the 2-4 key messages you get from looking at the information provided in

each election pair?
• Is there anything you find particularly interesting, inspiring or sobering about the

election outcomes?

 5 mins total for each pair: 
        Distribute GA 6th Congressional District handouts (Ossoff and Handel) and ask 

participants to answer the guiding questions. 

 5 mins total for each pair: 
        Distribute Alabama Senate election handout (Jones and Moore) and ask participants 

to answer the guiding questions. 

 5 mins total for comparison discussion: 
• Compare and contrast the two elections
• Identify no more than 3 key points from this discussion

 5 mins total 
Informal report back key points from small groups to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Punchlines: 
• African American turnout was very important to the outcome in both of these two

elections
• in GA District 6 turnout was low—AA voters were not energized by either candidate
• in AL AA turnout was high and it probably changed the outcome of the election—no

one expected a Democrat to win until right before the election
• the margins of victory in both elections were relatively small; people’s votes really

mattered

 Activity III—Presidential elections pair (20 mins) 
2008 & 2016 Presidential Elections Pair Small group work 
Stay in same small groups of 3 to 5 (depending on # of total participants) 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

Let people know the process will be the same as for the previous activity: 
• Spend about 5 minutes discussing these election pairs paying particular attention to

the guiding questions
• Take notes and identify 3 (no more) key points from these elections

 5 mins total 
         Distribute Big Picture 2008 and 2016 Presidential Election Pair and ask participants 

to answer the guiding questions. 

 5 mins total 
 Distribute NC Voter Snapshots and ask participants to answer the guiding questions. 

 10 mins total 
Informal report back key points from small groups to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Summary: 
• Barack Obama won by a comfortable margin in 2008 and became the first African

American President; it was an historic election
• Hillary Clinton actually won the popular vote in 2016 by 2% points which was close to

3 million votes, but she lost because she lost in key states and lost the Electoral
College

• Black voters turned out in North Carolina at levels 5% above the turnout overall in
2008 and about 5% below normal in 2016 (a 10% reduction from 2008 overall)

• Obama won in NC in 2008 by 14,177
• In 2008 the African American turnout, and especially the high percentage turnout,

was more than enough for Obama to win the critical state of North Carolina
• The North Carolina example demonstrates the power of voting – who votes, and who

doesn’t vote can have huge impacts

Section III—Discussion & Punchlines 

 5 mins 
Pair Sharing: Find someone you haven’t talked with yet and discuss how you felt about the 
outcome of the 2016 Presidential election and if it’s had any direct impact on your life or the 
lives of people you know. 

 3 mins 
Informal report back from pairs to full group 

13 mins 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitation Design 

 5 mins 

Facilitator Punchlines 
• Some elections are won by small margins, like Kim’s, Stephe’s, and the 2008

presidential vote that led to Obama’s victory in NC. So voter participation can have an
outsize affect on the outcome.

• Some elections have relatively low or relatively high turnout on the part of different
constituencies, and here again who actually turns out to vote determines the
outcome. We saw the effects of that in the GA Congressional District 6 election
where Ossoff lost because he didn’t sufficiently energize core voters and the Alabama
Senate election where Doug Jones won because he did.

• And the 2008 Presidential election where the high African American turnout led to
Barack Obama’s victory in North Carolina, which helped him to win the Presidential
election overall.

• It doesn’t always take a lot of votes to affect the outcomes of elections that are very
important and directly affect our lives.

Debrief: 
• Raise your hand if you changed your mind about whether or not voting matters.

What changed your mind?
• Raise your hand if you still think it doesn’t matter. Why?

Closing Comment by Facilitator: 
Our votes, and the votes of people like us, can make a huge difference. We need to get out 
and vote and persuade others to vote too! 

Section IV—Reflections & Evaluation 

Key Components: 
 7 mins Reflections/feedback from participants 

 5 mins Fill out evaluation forms 

12 mins 
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Power of Participation 
Session II 
_________________________________________________ 

Comparing the Outcomes of the Schofield 
and Pickett Election (Both Democrats)
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Power of Participation: Session II 

GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  DISTRICT 60 SPECIAL
ELECTION: KIM SCHOFIELD AND DE’ANDRE S. PICKETT 

(BOTH DEMOCRATS) 

Democrat (Winner) Democrat 

52.8% 47.2% 

Total Votes Cast: 
4,224 

Margin of Victory: 
234 

District population: 
54,319 

Members of the Georgia House of Representatives serve two-year terms and are not 
subject to term limits. The next general election for this seat is November 6, 2018.  

District Race & Ethnicity 

De’Andre S.Pickett Kim Schofield 

69.8% 13.1% 13.7% 

Latino Black White 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

DORAVILLE CITY COUNCIL ELECTION,
NOV. 2017 

Democrat (Winner) Democrat 
Doraville is an old railroad town of about 10,000 northeast of Atlanta. Koontz 
is believed to be the only transgender elected official in Georgia. 

Total Votes Cast: 
694 

Margin of Victory: 
6 

Lee Flier Stephe Koontz 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitator Pairs District 6 & AL 

Power of Participation 
Session II 
_________________________________________________ 

Activity (55 minutes): Elections and Voting Analysis
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitator Pairs District 6 & AL 

2017 6th Congressional District Runoff 

Republican (Winner) Democrat 

51.8% 48.2% 

Total Votes Cast: 
260,316 

Margin of Victory: 
9,282 votes 

Election Turnout: 
49.6% of eligible voters 

Voter turnout analysis: 
• Republican turnout was much higher than expected
• Republican turnout increased more between the 1st election and the runoff than

Democratic turnout
• Black turnout was lower than expected
• Blacks make up 13% of voters in the district but only 9.3% voted

 
 

 
 

Jon Ossoff Karen Handel 

Republican voters in Georgia’s 
6th Congressional District 
unexpectedly showed up in 
droves. Pollsters say sky-high 
turnout drove Handel, the GOP 
nominee, to a nearly 4-point 
victory. 

John Anzalone, Ossoff’s pollster 
said, “This has much more to do 
with a historic turnout — 260,000 
people, 40,000 more than in a 
midterm. At the end of the day 
with 260,000 people voting, we 
just ran out of Democrats and 
independents.” 

The Los Angeles Times said 
Ossoff “scrambled to engage 
with black voters” in a last 
minute effort to drive up the 
black vote. And his campaign 
used outside organizers to try to 
increase black votes. Had African 
American turnout been higher, 
Ossoff could have won. 
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Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitator Pairs District 6 & AL 

2017 Alabama Senate Special Election 

Republican Democrat (Winner) 

48.4% 49.9% 

Total Votes Cast: 
1,321,587 

Margin of Victory: 
20,715 votes 

Estimated Election 
Turnout: 25% 

Actual Election 
Turnout: 40.4% 

Doug Jones Roy Moore 
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Power of Participation: Session II 

Power of Participation: Session II—Facilitator Pairs 2008 & 2016 Elections 

Power of Participation 
Session II 
_________________________________________________ 

Comparing the Outcomes of the 2008 and 
2016 Presidential Elections: What is the 
Story here?
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Power of Participation: Session II 
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2008 Presidential Elections 

Republican Democrat (Winner) 

45.7% 52.9% 

Total Votes Cast: 
131.3 million 

(69,498,516 for Obama; 
59,948,323 for McCain)

Margin of Victory: 
9,550,193 votes 

Actual Election 
Turnout: 

62.2% 

Barack Obama John McCain 
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2016 Presidential Elections 

Republican (Winner) Democrat 

46.1% 48.2% 
Trump won the Electoral College but lost 
the popular vote. 

TRUMP: 304 
CLINTON: 227 

Total Votes Cast: 
128,838,786 

Margin in popular 
vote: 2,868,518 
more votes for 
Hillary Clinton 

Actual Election 
Turnout: 

60.2% 

Trump won the 
Electoral College: 

304 to Trump; 227 
to Clinton so he 
won the election 

Hillary Clinton Donald Trump 
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North Carolina Voters’ Snaphots for 
2008 Presidential Elections 

Republican Democrat (Winner) 
Obama won by .32% 

(less than 1% of total votes). 

49.38% 49.70% 

Total Votes Cast: 
4.2 million 
statewide 

Margin of 
Victory: 

14,177 votes 

Actual Election 
Turnout:

69% Overall;
74% of Registered African 

American Voters

Registered African 
American Voters: 

1.05 million 

Barack Obama John McCain 
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North Carolina Voters’ Snaphots for 
2016 Presidential Elections 

Republican (Winner) Democrat 

49.8% 46.2% 
Trump won by 3.66%. 

Total Votes Cast: 
4.7 million 
statewide 

Margin of Victory: 
173,315 

Actual Election 
Turnout: 

69% Overall;
64.3% of Registered 

African American Voters

Registered African 
American Voters: 

Over 1 million 

Hillary Clinton Donald Trump 
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Breaking Through the Barriers 
Snapshot 

Session Purpose: 
To build participants’ awareness of the different efforts to prevent people from 
voting, why certain constituencies are targeted, and why these efforts are so 
effective. 

Session Goals: 
• To help participants become aware of all the different ways certain 

constituencies are discouraged or prevented from exercising their right to 
vote

• To better understand what barriers your base and their families and friends 
face most often

• To build awareness of the historical factors and changing demographics that 
are contributing to the increasing barriers to voting that are surfacing

• To increase awareness that the outcome of elections matter, and there are 
important differences even among less than ideal candidates

• To increase motivation and long-term resolve for voting
• To deepen the sense of connection among the participants, and from the 

participants to your organization 

Prep & Set-Up 

Materials/handouts needed: 
� Pre-prepared, covered headings for wall: what keeps us from voting 

 Psychological barriers
 Rules/laws (structural)
 Cultural barriers
 Physical/logistical barriers
 Political barriers

� Handouts used for the session: 
 Did you Know?
 In Their Own Words: Revise handout to reflect local candidates
 Quick view: Revise handout to reflect voting rights laws in your state

� Evaluation forms 
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Equipment/supplies needs: 
� Easels 
� Flip chart paper 
� Markers 
� Tape 
� Sticky notes (lots) 
� Fine tip Sharpie pens for participants 

Room Set-up: 
� Easel(s) with flip chart paper easily accessible for facilitator 
� Chairs in a circle 
� Work tables outside the chair circle 
� Timeline slides posted on wall (uncovered) 
� Covered headings on wall: what keeps us from voting (see above) 
� Guiding questions (covered) 

 Activity I: What’s ever prevented you, and friends and family members, from
voting? Write down anything you can think of.

 Activity III:
 How does the information we’ve talked about today make you feel?
 What will you say to friends and family about whether or not voting

matters?
 Do you have any ideas of things to say to encourage them to vote?

Section I—Introductory Activities 

Key Components: 
 2 mins Welcome 

 2 mins Introduce your organization 

 9 mins Participant intros and icebreaker 

 5 mins Series and session overview: What the next 1 ½ hours will look like 
• Review of key punchlines from Sessions I & 2
• Quick reflections on Sessions I & 2 from participants

 2 mins Revisit group agreements and answer any new questions 

20 mins 
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Section II—Core Activity 

Key Components: 
 2 mins Overview 

 23 mins Activity I—Pulse of the room 

 20 mins Activity II—Small group work 

 10 mins Activity III— Individual reflection and pair sharing 

 Overview (2 mins) 
• We’re going to spend the next 55 minutes or so looking at why exercising our right to

vote isn’t always easy and straightforward.
• We’re going to look at ways people are prevented or discouraged from voting, and

whether those efforts are effective.
• We’ll look at the big picture nationally, and also more closely at what’s going on here

in our state.

 Activity I—Pulse of the room (23 mins) 

 What’s stopping people from voting (individuals) (5 mins) 
• Everyone take a bunch of sticky notes and sharpie marker.
• Sit for a moment and think about anything that’s ever stopped you or anyone you

know—friends, family members—from voting in an election.
• Write everything you can think of on the sticky notes. Use a separate sticky note for

each thing you’ve thought of that has prevented voting
• Make sure to put only one item on each piece of paper because we’re going to post

them on the wall and we want to be able to see all the separate things that stop us
from voting.

Reveal the pre-posted headings and explain what we mean by each one: 
 Psychological barriers—things like thinking voting doesn’t matter, or voting is

intimidating…
 Rules/laws (structural)—needing an ID to vote…
 Cultural barriers—people you’re close to think voting is a waste of time…
 Physical/logistical barriers—can’t get to the polling location, closing DMV

offices…
 Political barriers—candidates don’t reflect your interests…

55 mins 
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 Visually seeing what’s reflected by the group (8 mins) 
• Ask everyone to put each of their sticky notes under the heading that makes the most

sense to them.
• Ask people to batch notes together if they seem to be about the same thing.
• Have everyone look at what’s up there and talk about anything that stands out.

 Spectrum exercise: how participants have been affected by 
different types of voter suppression (10 mins) 

• Ask everyone to stand up
• Indicate that one end of the room is where to go if your answer to the question is

MOST OF THE TIME; the other end of the room is where to stand if the answer is NOT
SO MUCH; and then if it varies find a place in the middle that seems right

How This Works 
• Ask a question and have people position themselves in the room to indicate their

answer
• When people are in place, summarize what seems to be the pulse of the room in

response to the question
• Ask 2-3 people to briefly talk about why they’re where they are on the spectrum

 Spectrum Questions 
• How often have you, or people you know, chosen not to or been prevented from

voting?
• Have you, or people you know, ever been unable to vote because you’re not

registered, or don’t have a photo ID?
• Have you, or people you know, ever been unable to vote because you can’t get to the

polling location on election day?
• Have you, or people you know, ever chosen not to vote because you don’t like the

candidates?
• Have you ever chosen not to vote because friends or family don’t think it matters?
• How frequently do you vote in elections?

Facilitator Punchlines 
This will need to reflect whatever happened in the spectrum exercise. 
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  Activity II—Small group work (20 mins) 

Break room up into small groups of 3 to 5 (depending on # of total participants). 

Explain the process for each of these discussions, which is: 
• Spend about 5 minutes discussing each of the handouts
• Answer the guiding question for each of the handouts

Guiding Questions 
• What are the 2-4 most important points each of the handouts is making?

 8 mins 

   Distribute Did you know? 

 7 mins 

   Distribute Voting Quick View and In Their Own Words. 

 5 mins 
Informal report back key points from small groups to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Punchlines: 
• There’s been a significant increase in efforts to make it difficult to impossible for

people in certain constituencies to vote, particularly:
 People of color
 People with low incomes
 People with histories of incarceration

• These efforts operate on many interconnecting levels and are often highly effective.
• Voter suppression tactics are on the rise as the non-white population of the US is

increasing.
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  Activity III—Individual reflection and pair sharing (10 mins) 

 5 mins 
Bring everyone back together in a circle. 
Reveal the Guiding Questions you’ve written on flip chart paper. 

 Guiding Questions: 
• How does the information we’ve talked about today make you feel?
• What will you say to friends and family about whether or not voting matters?
• Do you have any ideas of things to say to encourage them to vote?

Ask everyone to think to themselves for a minute about everything we’ve talked about 
today. 

• How does this information make you feel?

Next think about someone you know who you suspect isn’t voting regularly. 
Jot down some notes. 

• After the session today what would you say to this person about whether or not
voting matters?

• Do you have any ideas of things to say to encourage them to vote?

5 mins
Pair sharing: Turn to the person sitting next to you on the left and and briefly discuss the 
Guiding Questions together. 

Section III—Discussion & Punchlines 

  7 mins 
Informal report back key points from pair sharing to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

  3 mins 
Pulse of room 
Show of hands or spectrum (depending on energy of room) 

15 mins 
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• How likely are you to vote in future?
• Do you think you’ll talk to friends and family to encourage them to vote?

 5 mins 

Facilitator Punchlines 
• There are a lot of people in positions of power, and especially white men, who both

don’t want us to vote and who want us to feel that voting doesn’t matter.

• Even when we’re not excited by our choices in candidates, there are often very
important differences in their positions that affect how they’ll work for or against
issues we care about.

• If the constituencies we represent, people of color, women, younger voters, were to
turn out regularly in high numbers our votes would change the outcomes of many
elections and we’d have far better candidates, policies, and laws.

Facilitator Closing Comment: 
There’s a reason there are so many different efforts to make it difficult for us to vote, and 
also to convince us our votes don’t matter! If we want to work for change, and to resist the 
direction our country is going in, voting is critical. 

Section IV—Reflections & Evaluation 

Key Components: 
 5 mins Reflections/feedback from participants 

 5 mins Fill out evaluation forms 

10 mins 
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Did You Know?  

In 1965 the Voting Rights Act (VRA) was passed. Section V of the VRA outlawed the 
discriminatory voting practices adopted in many states after the Civil War. It gave the US 
Justice Department veto power over any new election rule or law passed in parts of the 
country with a proven history of racial discrimination. 

In 1965, people of color made 
up 12 percent of the United 
States population. 

Today nearly 39% of the US 
population are people of color. 

Since 2010 many states have made it more difficult to vote:* 

23 states have new voter 
restrictions. 
13 states have more restrictive 
voter ID laws in place. 
6 states have strict photo ID 
requirements. 
11 states have laws making it 
harder for citizens to register. 
6 states reduced early voting days 
and hours. 
3 states made it more difficult to 
restore voting rights for people with 
previous criminal convictions. 

* according to the most recent information from the Brennan Center for Justice. 

In 2013 the US Supreme Court ruled in a 5-4 decision to strike down Section V of the 
Voting Rights Act on the grounds that racial discrimination was no longer widespread 
enough to justify it. 

66



Power of Participation: Session III 

Power of Participation: Session III—Did You Know 

In North Carolina in 2013 the state’s Republican-controlled legislature passed a new 
election law that: 

Imposed strict voter ID 
requirements. 

Restricted early voting. 

Restricted same-day voter 
registration. 

Closed 27 polling places. 

Eliminated the popular practice that 
allowed voting on the Sunday 
before Election Day. 

In Alabama in 2015 state Republicans announced the closures of: 

31 DMV offices across the state. 

The closures were concentrated 
in the black belt. 

Of the 10 counties with the 
highest percentage of nonwhite 
voters, the state closed DMV 
offices in eight, and left them 
without offices entirely. 

In Kansas: 
• The advertisements for their strict voter ID law alone decreased turnout.
• The law’s actual effects on ballot accessibility further cratered turnout.

In the 2016 Election: 
• Black turnout dropped for the first time in 20 years.

10% of Americans who are fully eligible to vote don’t have the right form of 
identification to satisfy new voter ID laws 
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Jon Ossoff 

“Voting rights are constitutional rights. I encourage all eligible 
voters to ensure that they are registered and make their voices 
heard on June 20th and in all elections, regardless of their party 
or political persuasion.” 

When asked in a debate to name an issue he wouldn’t 
compromise on, Jon Ossoff answered: “voting rights.”  

“I am concerned by the apparent inclination of the Justice Department under 
Attorney General Sessions to back away from strict enforcement of civil rights and 
voting rights legislation,” he said. “I will stand up for the right of every Georgian to 
exercise their right to make their voice heard at the polls. I will conduct aggressive 
congressional oversight to ensure that federal agencies are enforcing the Civil Rights 
Act and Voting Rights Act.”  

Karen Handel 

As Georgia’s secretary of state from 2007 to 2010 Karen Handel 
had a long record of making it harder to vote—supporting 
Georgia’s strict voter-ID law, trying to purge thousands of eligible 
voters from the rolls before the 2008 election, repeatedly 
challenging the residency of qualified Democratic candidates, 
and failing to secure the state’s electronic voting machines. 

“This is going to boil your blood,” she wrote in an e-mail to supporters in 2017. “Just 
hours ago, the Democrats won their lawsuit to extend voter registration in Georgia 
before our election. This lawsuit should be seen for exactly what it is: A partisan 
attempt to change the rules in the middle of an election for a nakedly partisan 
outcome.” 

To this day, Handel cites the voter-ID law as one of her “most important 
accomplishments.” She said in a TV ad for the Sixth District race: “As secretary of 
state, I fought President Obama to implement photo ID and won,” even though 
Georgia’s voter-ID law was passed in 2005 and took effect in 2007, well before 
President Obama assumed office. 
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Quick View:  Voting Rights in Georgia (Updated 2.16.2017) 

 GOOD  BAD How it works 
Online voter 
registration 

http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/register_to_vote 

Automatic 
voter 
registration 

Opt in or out at DDS 

Photo ID 
required to 
vote in person 

See separate handout with requirement information 

Vote by mail 
and absentee 
voting 

http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/absentee_voting_in_georgia 

No excuse 
early voting 

See above 

Voter purging Removal of ‘inactive’ voters from state voting rolls 
No same day 
voter 
registration 

GA now 
restores 
voting rights 
for people 
formerly 
incarcerated 

Voting rights 
are not 
restored until 
parole and 
probation 
period are 
completed 

Voting rights are automatically restored upon completion of all 
supervised release. Formerly incarcerated individuals should be 
sure to re-register to vote upon restoration of their rights. 
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The Power of Representation 
Snapshot 

Session Purpose: 
To build awareness of the gender, race, and ethnicity makeup of the U.S. and the 
degree to which elected representatives do not reflect the current U.S. population 
and how that affects policy priorities. 

Session Goals: 
• To help participants become aware of the current demographics in this

country and in your state
• To help participants become aware of the current gender, race, and ethnicity

demographics in the U.S. Congress and your State Legislature or General
Assembly

• To allow the group to identify the issues and priorities that are most
important to them

• To allow the group to see the relationship between their agenda and the
agendas of the Trump Administration and your State Legislature or General
Assembly

• To increase awareness that voting matters, and that the more that people
like us vote the more likely it is that we’ll be able to elect representatives that
reflect our interests and are accountable to us

• To increase motivation and long-term resolve for voting
• To deepen the sense of connection among the participants, and from the

participants to your organization

Session Punchline: 
• For the most part elected officials don’t adequately reflect the diversity of the

country, or the interests of people like us.
• If we want to work for change, and to resist the direction our country is going

in, voting is critical.
• And we need to make sure more people run for office who reflect our interests

and are accountable to us, rather than special interests and big money.
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Prep & Set-Up 

Materials/handouts needed: 
� U.S. demographic statistics and representation
� Your states’ demographic statistics and representation 
� Top priority issues for Donald Trump 
� Your state’s Legislature or General Assembly 
� Kim Schofield and Stephe Koontz 
� Local candidates handout from first session 

Equipment/supplies needs: 
� Easels 
� Flip chart paper 
� Markers 
� Tape 
� Sticky notes (lots) 
� Fine tip Sharpie pens for participants 

Room Set-up: 
� Easel(s) with flip chart paper easily accessible for facilitator 
� Chairs in a circle 
� Work tables outside the chair circle 
� Wall covered with flip chart paper for People’s/Our Agenda 
� Representative democracy definition on flip chart paper (covered) 
� US demographic stats on flip chart paper (covered) 
� Guiding questions (covered) 

74



Power of Participation: Session IV 

Power of Participation: Session IV—Facilitator Guide 

Section I—Introductory Activities 

Key Components: 
 2 mins Welcome 

 2 mins Introduce your organization (if needed) 

 4 mins Participant introductions (if needed) 

 4 mins Series and session purpose overview 
• Review of key punchlines from Sessions I & 2

 3 mins Group agreements and answer to any questions 

Section II—Core Activity 

Key Components: 
 10 mins Activity I—Definition review 

 20 mins Activity II—Demographics analysis 

 15 mins Activity III—Develop people’s agenda 

 15 mins Activity IV—Review elected officials’ agenda 

  Activity I—Definition review (10 mins) 

Set up 
• We’re going to spend the next hour or so taking a look at the current gender, race,

and ethnic make-up of the U.S. and our state, and who represents us in Congress and
our state Legislature.

• And we’re going to identify the issues and policies we care about and whether
they’re being addressed adequately by our current representatives

   Uncover the flip chart paper with the definition of representative democracy. 

Before we break into small group discussions let’s look at the definition of the kind of 
democracy we have in this country—a representative democracy. 

15 mins 

60 mins 
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Representative democracy: A representative democracy is a system where citizens of a 
country vote for government representatives who undertake legislation and lawmaking on 
their behalf. Authentic representation depends upon: 

• Candidate choices that reflect the interests and demographics of the electorate
• Connection—the ability of the people to make their wishes known to their

representatives
• Accountability—the knowledge that the men and women elected will act, foremost,

in the interest of the electorate rather than in response to big money

        Uncover the U.S. demographics on the flip chart paper but keep the percentages 
covered. 

• Ask participants to pair up and come up with their best estimates for each category.
• Reveal the actual numbers.
• Ask participants to comment on their estimates and how closely they reflect the

actual numbers.
• Group discussion: Were there any surprises? Did anything particularly stand out?

Facilitator Comment: 
An important thing to be aware of is that in 1965 12% of the U.S. population were people of 
color; today the number is close to 38%. 

  Activity II—Demographics analysis (20 mins) 

Break room up into small groups of 3 to 5 (depending on # of total participants) 

Explain the process for each of these discussions, which is: 
• Spend about 5 minutes discussing each the handouts
• Take notes as you answer the guiding questions

Reveal the Guiding Questions on the flip chart paper.

 Guiding Questions: 
• Identify 3 or 4 key points from the handouts.
• Do the gender, race, and ethnic compositions of the U.S. Congress and our General

Assembly reflect the demographics of the nation and the state?
• How might things change if we achieved true representation?
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 (8 mins) 
 Distribute Current U.S. Congressional representation handout 

 (8 mins) 
  Distribute your state demographics and Legislative representation handouts 

 (4 mins) 
Informal report back key points from small groups to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Summary: 
• It’s quite obvious when we look at the elected officials at the national and state levels

they don’t reflect the current demographics in the country.
• Women and people of color are not even close to being fairly represented.
• White men in particular are way over-represented—especially at the national level.

  Activity III— Develop people’s agenda (15 mins) 

The People’s Agenda – Our Agenda 
Set up:  

• Have a big space on the wall covered by sheets of flip chart paper, with the heading
The People’s Agenda

• Designate one area for the National People’s Agenda and another for your state
• Hand out sticky notes and sharpie pens

Set up this activity by letting participants know we’re going to be identifying the issues and 
interests that we think are most important and that need to be addressed on the national 
and state levels. We’re going to create a People’s Agenda that represents the interests of 
this group. 

Individually: 
Ask participants to think for a few moments about the issues they care most deeply about 
and that they would like to be priorities at the national or state levels. Ask them to try to 
think both about issues that need to be addressed on the national level by Congress, and 
also ones that can be addressed by our General Assembly. 
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Ask folks to write each of their priorities on a sticky note—separate notes for each issue. 
When they’ve written all of theirs ask them to put them up on the People’s Agenda Wall 
either under National or our state. 

As a group: 
Ask the group to: 

• Cluster the sticky notes into categories that seem to go together
• Comment on what they’re seeing on the wall
• Identify anything that seems to be important and is missing
• Comment on anything that stands out to them

Closing facilitator question for this activity: 
Do you think what we’ve got on the wall reflects the priority issues for Trump Administration 
and our Legislature or General Assembly?  

  Activity IV— Review elected officials’ agenda (15 mins) 

Facilitator Comment: 
Now we’re going to take a look at how well our agenda lines up with the priorities of the 
Trump Administration and our Legislature or General Assembly. 

Ask participants to go back into their small groups. 

Explain the process for these discussions, which is: 
• Briefly discuss the handouts
• Take notes as you answer the guiding questions

Guiding Questions 
• How well do the priority issues for the Our Agenda line up with the priorities reflected

in the handout?
• Are there priorities in the handout that weren’t identified in Our Agenda that you now

think should be up there?
• What are your takeaways when you compare Our Agenda with the agendas of the

Trump Administration and our Legislature or General Assembly?
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 (5 mins) 
  Distribute Trump’s 2018 Top Priorities 
• Discuss
• Identify key points
• Answer the guiding questions

 (5 mins) 
  Distribute the Top issues for our General Assembly in 2018 
• Discuss
• Identify key points
• Answer the guiding questions

 (5 mins) 
Informal report back key points from small groups to full group (Have people very briefly 
identify some of the things they discussed.) 

Facilitator Summary: 
• This will have to be developed spontaneously and reflect what people said during the

activity.

• Distribute Kim Schofield and Stephe Koontz handout and remind people that we
talked about these elected officials in Session II. Suggest that we need to get out
there and elect more representatives like them.

Section III—Discussion & Punchlines 

 10 mins 
Still in small groups: 

• Identify things we can do build the power we need to move our agenda?
• Put your ideas on sticky notes – one idea per note
• Post them on the wall

Full group: 
• Ask everyone to get up and look at everything that’s been posted
• Ask for quick comments/reflections

15 mins 
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Individually: 
Go around the group and ask everyone to identify one or more things that they see up there 
(or something they think of on their own) that they’d be willing and able to do. 

 5 mins 

Facilitator Punchlines 

Core Session Punchlines 
• For the most part elected officials don’t adequately reflect the diversity of the

country, or the interests of people like us.
• If we want to work for change, and to resist the direction our country is going in,

voting is critical.
• And we need to make sure more people run for office who reflect our interests and

are accountable to us, rather than special interests and big money.

Closing Comments by Facilitator 
Our votes, and the votes of people like us, can make a huge difference. We need to get out 
and vote and persuade others to vote too! 

Closing Questions (Raise Hands) 
• Do you plan to vote more regularly in the future?
• Are you interested in participating in other 9to5 activities?

Section IV—Reflections & Evaluation 

Key Components: 
 5 mins Reflections/feedback from participants 

 5 mins Fill out evaluation forms 

10 mins 
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Source: www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/AGE295216#viewtop; 
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Source: www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/AGE295216#viewtop; 
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Trump’s 2018 Top Priorities 

Immigration 
Trump laid out his four-pillar plan: 

 secure the border

 limit family reunification (aka chain migration)

 give new preference to high-skill immigrants

 create a path to citizenship for DACA recipients

Health care 
Trump insists he has not given up on his goal of repealing and replacing the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Infrastructure 
Trump has been promising a plan since last June. He’s stated he’s interested in partnering 
with states and private companies. What is unknown: 

 how much money states will have to front

 whether struggling regions will get preference

 if the federal government would allow private companies the right to collect tolls
and user fees

Welfare Reform 
Trump said welfare reform is "desperately needed in our country." A Trump budget 
proposal last year called for:  

 adding work requirements to some government programs

 tightening eligibility requirements for low-income tax credits.
"We want to get our people off of welfare and back to work," Trump said. "So important. 
It's out of control. It's out of control." 

North Korea 
Trump hopes to force North Korea to give up their nuclear weapons program. He has 
declared North Korea a state sponsor of terror. Trump and his advisers hope to settle the 
dispute diplomatically, but they have not ruled out the possibility of a military strike. 

Iran 
Trump announced in October he would no longer certify that Iran is in compliance with an 
Obama-era deal, in which Tehran pledged to give up the means to make nuclear 
weapons. Supporters of the agreement fear Iran will walk away from the agreement and 
pursue nuclear weapons anyway, triggering a dangerous arms race in the Middle East. 

A summary of: 
President Trump's ambitious agenda: 7 things to watch in 2018 
David Jackson and Deirdre Shesgreen, USA TODAY  
Published 6:30 a.m. ET Jan. 1, 2018 | Updated 10:36 a.m. ET Jan. 1, 2018 
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Top Issues for Georgia General Assembly in 2018 

Budget/Taxes 
The issue: Gov. Nathan Deal’s final state budget should top a record $26 billion. 
Questions include: 

• the impact of federal tax changes approved by Congress
• reducing Georgia’s income tax rate

Transportation 
The issue:  Key lawmakers are discussing an expansion of state funding for public 
transportation.  

Confederate Monuments 
The issue:  A pair of Georgia lawmakers filed similar bills that would give local 
governments authority to make decisions about the display of Confederate monuments. 

Medical Marijuana 
The issue: Georgia has allowed cannabis oil to be used to treat seizures and other medical 
conditions, but it’s still illegal to buy or grow the drug. There’s a proposal that would 
allow the expansion of medical marijuana in Georgia.  

Adoption 
The issue: This year legislative leaders are calling for quick action to approve a “clean” 
version of the adoption legislation, without religious liberty additions. The bill is designed 
to make the adoption process more efficient in Georgia. 

Health 
The issue: One of the bigger questions has been whether to expand Medicaid to cover 
people who were left in a coverage gap by the Affordable Care Act and Georgia 
government. The Legislature is not going to vote to do that, but the governor and the 
Trump administration may address coverage through a “waiver.” 

Casinos 
The issue: For years, gaming advocates have pushed for the legalization of casinos and 
horse racing in Georgia.  

Gun Control 
The issue: Senator Mary Margaret Oliver filed a bill in November to ban the sale and 
possession of the bump stock gun accessory. The move comes the year after Deal signed 
legislation that allows the weapons to be carried in certain areas of public college 
campuses. Passing anything that appears to restrict access to firearms is nearly impossible 
in Georgia. 

A summary of the article: Top issues for the Georgia General Assembly in 2018 
By Mark Niesse and Maya T. Prabhu - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
Posted: 12:33 a.m. Sunday, January 07, 2018 
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GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  DISTRICT 60 SPECIAL
ELECTION: KIM SCHOFIELD AND DE’ANDRE S. PICKETT 

(BOTH DEMOCRATS) 

Democrat (Winner) Democrat 

52.8% 47.2% 

Total Votes Cast: 
4,224 

Margin of Victory: 
234 

District population: 
54,319 

Members of the Georgia House of Representatives serve two-year terms and are not 
subject to term limits. The next general election for this seat is November 6, 2018.  

District Race & Ethnicity 

De’Andre S.Pickett Kim Schofield 

69.8% 13.1% 13.7% 

Latino Black White 
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DORAVILLE CITY COUNCIL ELECTION,
NOV. 2017 

Democrat (Winner) Democrat 
Doraville is an old railroad town of about 10,000 northeast of Atlanta. Koontz 
is believed to be the only transgender elected official in Georgia. 

Total Votes Cast: 
694 

Margin of Victory: 
6 

Lee Flier Stephe Koontz 

90





 
 

Winning Justice for 

www.9to5.org 
_________________________________________________ 

 
PDF version of the entire manual: 9to5.org/powermanual 

Sessions in both PDF and Word versions: 9to5.org/powermodules 
 

 

Working Women 

http://www.9to5.org/
http://www.9to5.org/
http://9to5.org/powermanual
http://9to5.org/powermodules

	Series Overview
	Power of Participation
	01__template_Session I Facilitation Design.pdf
	Session I: They Don’t Want You to Vote!
	Power of Participation
	THEY DON’T WANT YOU TO VOTE!
	Materials/handouts needed:
	Equipment/supplies needs:
	Room Set-up:
	Introduce Exercise (7 mins)
	Small Group Work (15 mins)
	Art Gallery Activity (18 mins)
	5 mins
	3 mins
	5 mins



	01__title_Timeline_dates.pdf
	Session I: Timeline and Dates
	Power of Participation

	00__Series_Overview.pdf
	Series Overview
	Power of Participation

	01__template_Session I Facilitation Design.pdf
	Session I: They Don’t Want You to Vote!
	Power of Participation
	THEY DON’T WANT YOU TO VOTE!
	Materials/handouts needed:
	Equipment/supplies needs:
	Room Set-up:
	Introduce Exercise (7 mins)
	Small Group Work (15 mins)
	Art Gallery Activity (18 mins)
	5 mins
	3 mins
	5 mins



	01__title_Timeline_dates.pdf
	Session I: Timeline and Dates
	Power of Participation

	___00_04_combined_4_numbered.pdf
	Session II: Your Vote Really Counts!
	Power of Participation
	Your Vote Really Counts!
	Materials/handouts needed:
	Equipment/supplies needs:
	Room Set-up:
	Icebreaker: Pulse of the room
	Overview of core activity
	Activity I—Local elections pair (10 mins)
	Activity II—State elections pair (20 mins)
	5 mins total for each pair:
	5 mins total for each pair:
	5 mins total for comparison discussion:
	5 mins total

	Activity III—Presidential elections pair (20 mins)
	5 mins total
	5 mins total
	10 mins total

	5 mins
	3 mins
	5 mins


	02_Handout1_mplate_Session II Facilitator Kim and Stephe.pdf
	Session II
	Power of Participation
	Democrat
	Democrat (Winner)
	47.2%
	District Race & Ethnicity

	52.8%

	02_Handout2_template_Session II Facilitator Pairs District 6 & AL.pdf
	Session II
	Power of Participation
	2017 6th Congressional District Runoff
	Voter turnout analysis:

	Democrat
	Republican (Winner)
	48.2%
	51.8%
	2017 Alabama Senate Special Election
	RACE
	White MenVoters
	White Women Voters
	Black MenVoters
	Black Women Voters
	65+(23% of Voters)
	45-64(41% of Voters)
	30-44(22% of Voters)
	18-29(13% of Voters)
	Jones
	Moore

	02_Handout3_template_Session II Facilitator Pairs 2008 & 2016 Presidential Election 2.pdf
	Session II
	Power of Participation
	2008 Presidential Elections
	Democrat (Winner)
	Republican
	52.9%
	45.7%
	2016 Presidential Elections
	North Carolina Voters’ Snaphots for 2008 Presidential Elections
	North Carolina Voters’ Snaphots for 2016 Presidential Elections

	03__template_Session III Facilitation Design.pdf
	Session III: Breaking Through the Barriers
	Power of Participation
	Breaking Through the Barriers
	Materials/handouts needed:
	Equipment/supplies needs:
	Room Set-up:
	Overview (2 mins)
	Activity I—Pulse of the room (23 mins)
	What’s stopping people from voting (individuals) (5 mins)
	Visually seeing what’s reflected by the group (8 mins)
	Spectrum exercise: how participants have been affected by different types of voter suppression (10 mins)

	Activity II—Small group work (20 mins)
	8 mins
	7 mins
	5 mins

	Activity III—Individual reflection and pair sharing (10 mins)
	5 mins
	5 mins

	7 mins
	3 mins
	5 mins



	03_Handout1_template_Session III Did You Know.pdf
	Session III
	Did You Know?
	Power of Participation
	/
	/
	/
	/

	03_Handout2_template_Session III In Their Own Words.pdf
	Session III
	In Their Own Words
	Power of Participation

	03_Handout3_template_Session III Voting rights Quick View GA.pdf
	Session III
	Voting Rights in Georgia
	Power of Participation

	04__template_Session IV Facilitation Design.pdf
	Session IV: The Power of Representation
	Power of Participation
	The Power of Representation
	Materials/handouts needed:
	Equipment/supplies needs:
	Room Set-up:
	Activity I—Definition review (10 mins)
	Activity II—Demographics analysis (20 mins)
	(8 mins)
	(8 mins)
	(4 mins)

	Activity III— Develop people’s agenda (15 mins)
	Activity IV— Review elected officials’ agenda (15 mins)
	(5 mins)
	(5 mins)
	(5 mins)

	10 mins
	5 mins



	04_Handout1_template_Session IV Demographic Statistics 3.pdf
	Session IV
	Power of Participation

	04_Handout3_template_Session IV Georgia Top Issues.pdf
	Session IV
	Top Issues for Georgia General Assembly in 2018
	Power of Participation

	04_Handout4_template_Session IV Facilitator Kim and Stephe.pdf
	Session IV
	Power of Participation
	Democrat
	Democrat (Winner)
	47.2%
	District Race & Ethnicity

	52.8%





